
Flush a toilet drain the bath , or 

empty the clishwater ... where does 

the wastewater go? Although it 

seems to simply disappear , waste

water actually flows through 

sewers to the Wastew ater 

Treatment Plant ne ar Sant a 

Barb ara Airport . 

What happens in the tr eatmen t 

plant is as old as na ture. The 

waste is transformed into a 

useful soil amendment that 

helps break up clay soils . These 

biosolids also serve as a light 

fertilizer containing nitrogen 

and phosphorous. 

Ancient societies simply spread 

human and animal waste on the 

soil and allowed it to biodegrade 

slowly. Modern treatment plants 

process and disinfect waste faster , 

safely , and more thoroughly . 

We encourage you to learn more 

about this valuable soil amend 

ment and to try it yourself. You'll 

find answers to most of your 

questions right h ere in this 

brochur e. 



Biosolids ai·e a nutrient-rich, processed or g anic matei •ial li·om the wastewatei· 

tr ea tment process. Th e old, l ess glamorous nwne for this compo st- l i k e 

material is sewage sludge. But when thoroughly proce ssed in a mod ern 

treatment plant, and tested and appro ved to meet tough fed eral quali ty 

standai ·ds, it is given a new name : biosolids . 

HIGH PROFILE USES 

FOR BIOSOLIDS 

The lush lawns of the White House, the Mount Vernon 

estate, and the National Arboretum have all thrived 

on soil mixed with composted biosolids . • 

•o ovelopod with mnlo1·l11Js publi shed by tho Wntol' Environment FedorMlon, 

801 Wyth o Slr oot, Aloxnndl'l n, VA 22314 •1 !194, 

BIOSOLIDS ARE USED FOR : 

Biosolids are returned to the environment in a variety 

of ways. The biosolids produced in Goleta are used 

primarily as a landsc ape amendment. Properly treated 

biosolids make an excellent soil conditioner and source 

of organic nutrients . 

COMMERCIAL SOIL 

AMENDMENTS 

Biosolids are a key ingTedient in many commercial soil 

amendments. They help improve the soil 's capacity to 

hold water and nutrients needed for plant growth . 

OTHER USES 

Biosolids are used in a variety of other ways , too: to 

make bricks, burn as fuel. fertilize highway median 

strips , and as covering for landfills . 



PRE-'ll'Rll:ATMENT programs 
proCiinlbit Bndlustrv End 
ba.asBnesses from flushing 
conG:illminPnG:s into the 
se1Ner system. They musll: 
remove con taurninanlts 01111M 
s811:e. 

\i' \\ r"'~--", 

WASTES are collected 

in sewers and broushU: 

to the waste1Nater 

G:reatmenll: plilln11:. 

ISD OSO ILD D S AR E SAF E 

Every batch of biosolids is thoroughly tested for 

heavy metals, organic materials, bacteria and more. 

Goleta 's biosolids are so clean that they meet strict 

Regulation 503 standards set by the US Environmen

tal Protection Agency for biosolids with exceptional 

quality . 

. To provide an extra measure of safety, County Envi 

ronmental Health Serv ices recommends that biosolids 

not be used on edible root plants such as carrots and 

potatoes - particularly those eaten raw. 

SOLIDS are separated 
out in clarifiers - pools 
of wastewater where 
the heavier s olid s si nk 
to the bottom . 

DIECOMPOSBTION 
begins in large !heated 
tillnlc:s called dligesters, 
1Nhere bacteria thrive 
and co1111sa.a111111e the 
orgc11116cs. 

~ 

PRE - TR E A T M E NT 

PROGRAM PROTEC TS 

QUAL DT V 

Both Goleta West Sanitary District and Goleta 

Sanitary District operate strict industrial pre-treat

ment programs that require local industry to treat 

its own waste. This keeps heavy metals, solvents and 

other contaminants out of the sewer system . 

The Districts enforce these controls because it is safer 

and less costly to remove contaminants at the source . 

Pre-treatment also protects the quality of biosolids. 



IBDOB.OGDCAIL 
decompo s ition 
continues in a 
large pond, 

11Vheire 11:lhle 

beneficial 
vvastes spencll 

up 11:o 3 vean-s 
exposed to 
bacteiraa and 
sunliigllut . 

"ll'leSTED: 
District chemists 
encll state-certi iledl 
Baboll'ator.ies 
test biosolDclls 
to meet strict 
federal quality 
n-es,ulations. 

DRIED : 
The decomposed 
solids are spread 
out to dry in the 
sun , becoming a 

soft, dry, soil 
amendment . 

GOOIDl U:OIRl COMMUNDTV 

Biosolids recycling in Goleta saves about $170,000 in 

landfill costs each year . It takes nitr ogen-rich wastes 

that would otherwise be a water contaminant and 

turns them into a valuable soil amendment. Biosolids 

save money, improve the environment and upgrade 

the health of gar dens and farms . 

IFOIR IENVDRONMENT 

Just as recyclin g cans and bot tles mak es good envi 

ronm en tal sen se, so does biosolids r ecycli ng . Biosolids 

improv e soil fer tility , br eak up clay soil and decrease 

r un off . Usin g biosolids als o re du ces the nee d for 

landfills and petro leum-base d fert ilizers . 

FREIE : 
You can bag 
biosolids 
your s elf on- we'll 
help you load by 
the trrucldoacll . 

RECYCLED : 
Biosolids are 
taken to 
gardens and 

lavvns 
throughout the ' , 
Goleta Valley , . ..._/ 

and returned 
to the earth . 

• Human and animal vvastes are 

naturally recycled. 

• Nature relies on microorgani s ms to 

consume organic materials , alternating 

heat and cold to break them down, and 

sunlight to disinfect them. 

• Wastewater agencies recycle solids 

with techniques patterned on nature's 

process. 



DEAR NEIGHBOR, 

Cooperation the Key 

The mission of both Goleta Sanitary District and Goleta West Sanitary 

District is simple : to collect , treat and dispose of wastewater in a safe and 

cost -effective way. The two agencies work closely together to accomplish 

this goal. For example , they both participate in Goleta Sanitary Districts 

large treatment plant and enforce pre-treatment programs to produce safe 

biosolids . 

Recycle Wisely 

Although wastewat er seems to simply disappear after each flush , the truth 

is that we cannot make anything simply "disappe ar." The r e is no magic -

everything we take from the envi r onment is returned to it in one form or 

another . 

An Environment a l Solution 

The most responsible way to use wastewater solids is to recycle them 

back into the soil. It is cost-effective , good for the earth and good for 

plants. Biosolids are a good, reusable , and natural resource . We hope you 

will come and pick up some yourself. Biosolids are free , and easy to get. 

Just call the number below for instructions . 

THE GOVERNING BOARDS OF 

GOLETA SANITARY DISTRICT AND 

GOLETA WEST SANITARY DISTRICT 

PS : PLEASE CALL 967 - 4519 TO ARRANGE TO PICK UP 

BIOSOLIDS AND GIVE YOUR GARDEN OR LANDSCAPE A 

BOOST . 



EXCE LENT SO IL 

AME DMIENT 

The wastewater tr eatm ent process leaves a dry , 

earthy-smelli n g ma terial called biosolid s th at makes 

a gr eat soil amendment . 

CLASS A 0.11.JJA IL I TV 

The biosolids generated by local sanitary Districts are 

rated Class A by the US Environmental Protection 

Agency, making them a quality soil amendment and 

plant fertilizer . 'lb maintain the Class A rating , the 

Districts process our biosolids carefully and test every 

batch for a wide range of contaminants . 

IBlDOS OL 8 s IF!llE !FIRIEIE 

Biosolids are a key ingredient in many comme r cial 

soil amendments . But you can get them fre e by 

calling Goleta Sanitary District at 967 -4519 and 

making an appointment for a pick -up. District staff 

will be pleased to help load your truck. 

B;;:,g biiosoDiids you1TseDii' or we'DO Oo;;:,c!I the1m1 
by the ltll'uckioac!I . Eii1l:her w av. ii1l:'s uree . 

BIOSOLDDS ARE SO POPULAR WITH 
11.0CAL GARDENERS THAT SOMETIMES 
WE RUN OUT . PLEASE CALIL 967 - 4519 
BEFORE COMING TO MAKE SURE WE 
CAN SERVE YOU -

4'%\. Pr in te d on Re cycl e d Pap e r. 
W Each ton of rec yc led pap e r saves 7 ,000 ga llon s o f wa t er. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR GOLETA VALLEY RESIDENTS 

Goleta Sanitary District 
1000 James Fowl e r R d. 
Gole ta , California 93117 
Tel : (805) 967-4519 
Fa x: (805) 96 4 -3583 

GOLETA SANITARY DISTR ICT 

GOVERNING BOARD 

Elb e r t W . Tr a ntow , Pr es id ent 

John S . Ca rt e r, Di re ctor 

Geor ge W . Em e r son , Di re c t o r 

John R. Fo x , Dl ra ctor 

Ste v e n T . M aJoew aky, D ire c t o r 

GENERAL MANAGER/ 
DISTRICT ENGINEER 

Ka m II S. A z ou ry ,_ P.E. 

Goleta West Sanit ar y Distric t 
PO Box 4 
Gole ta , Cali f orni a 93116 -000 4 
Tel: (805) 968-2617 
Fa x: (805) 562-8987 

GOLETA WEST SANITARY 

DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD 

Ke nn eth A . He ndrick son , Pres id e n t 

Da vo Bea rm a n, M .D., Dire cto r 
Ha rv ey M. Gl ah , Di re cto r 

Dr. D avid C . Lewi ■ , Dir ec t or 

La rry D. M ay or, Dlr oc t or 

GENERAL MANAGER 

Ro lph Sogllu zz o 
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