GOLETA WEST SANITARY DISTRICT
Special Public Relations Committee Meeting
May 13, 2022
10:30 AM
UCSB Campus, Parking Lot 32
Santa Barbara, CA 93106
(District Office)
In response to the spread of the COVID-19 virus, Governor Newsom declared a state of emergency which directly
impacts the ability of board members and members of the public to meet safely in person. To help minimize the
potential spread of the COVID-19 virus, the Goleta West Sanitary District has decided hold this public meeting
telephonically pursuant the requirements of Government Code section 54953(e) (as amended by AB 361). Members
of the public are invited to attend and participate in the Goleta West Sanitary District Public Meeting in one of the
following ways:

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9609647119
Meeting ID: 960 964 7119
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
877 853 5257 US Toll-free
888 475 4499 US Toll-free
Please contact the District office by phone (805-968-2617) or email (info@goletawest.org) with
any questions.

Call to Order:
Roll Call:

Members: Director Turenchalk; Director Meyer

The Goleta West Sanitary District Board Room is accessible to people with disabilities. If additional
accommodations for the disabled are needed, please call the District’s Office Manager at (805) 968-2617 or e-mail
your request to info@goletawest.com in advance of meeting.

Questions/Comments from the public on any item not on the agenda
Business:
1. Review and discussion of Draft Spring 2022 Newsletter.
Adjournment:

The Goleta West Sanitary District Board Room is accessible to people with disabilities. If additional
accommodations for the disabled are needed, please call the District’s Office Manager at (805) 968-2617 or e-mail
your request to info@goletawest.com in advance of meeting.

Welcome our New General Manager
Brian McCarthy
Brian received his Bachelor of Science in Biology from San Diego State University
1986. After graduating he worked as a field biologist at Vandenberg Airforce Base for
several years, followed by working in the local trades as a carpenter and a plumber.
Prior to coming to GWSD he was employed by City of Santa Barbara for nearly a decade
working initially as a Certified Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator, then as a Certified
Lab Analyst in the City’s Water/Wastewater Laboratory. Brian was then hired as Chief
Inspector for the Goleta West Sanitary District in January of 2003. Since then he’s
been involved in all aspects of District operations with the primary responsibility of
administering the Pretreatment and Industrial Waste Program. Other responsibilities
have included acting as interim General Manager, supervising staff, environmental
compliance, and other duties as needed.
“We are fortunate to have Brian to step into the role of General Manager. It’s a pivotal time for the
District and Brian’s ability to provide a seamless transition will allow for our important projects and programs
continue without interruption,” stated Director Eva Turenchalk.

No Drugs Down the Drain
April 28th is “National Prescription Drug Take Back Day,” aimed to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible
means of disposing unwanted or expired prescription drugs.
At one time it was common practice to flush prescription medicines down the toilet. However, it is now known that
flushing medications can be harmful to our environment – affecting both water quality and the health of our oceans
and beaches. You can help keep our wastewater free of pharmaceutical contamination every day by joining Goleta
West Sanitary District in supporting Santa Barbara County’s “Operation Medicine Cabinet.”

What should you do with your expired medications?
Drop off stations are located at each of the Sheriff’s nine substations throughout the County. Residents can
deposit all unwanted medications (both prescription and over-the-counter) in the white metal drop-boxes
located outside the substations.

Drop off stations
The three locations in the Goleta
and UCSB area are:

• Isla Vista Substation – 6504 Trigo Road
• Goleta Substation – 7042 Marketplace Drive
• Community Hazardous Waste Collection 		
Center – UCSB, Building 565, Mesa Road

For more information:
Call:
Visit:
		

805-882-3615
www.sbsheriff.org
www.lessismore.org

Goleta West Sanitary District P.O. Box 4, Goleta, CA 93116-0004

What Not to Flush Your toilet is not a trash can.
Do Not Flush…
• Antibacterial wipes; they harm the aquatic environment and block sewer lines,
pumps and other facilities. Put antibacterial wipes in the trash!
• “Flushable” diapers; they get stuck on roots that have infiltrated sewer lines.
Put disposable diapers in the trash!
• Plastics or cellophane. Put them in the trash!
• Toxic chemicals, pesticides, or paints. Take them to a household hazardous
waste facility.
• Pharmaceuticals. Find an authorized disposal site.
• Cigarettes or matches. Use an ashtray.

Street Sweeping
Please remember to move your cars on street sweeping day to
help keep our creeks, beaches, and wetlands healthy and clean.
Since 1964, Goleta West Sanitary District has been providing street sweeping services to its
customers. The District was the first South Coast agency to implement a street sweeping
program to remove trash and pollutants from storm water runoff that flows into our creeks,
wetlands, ocean, and beaches. Unlike many government agencies,
we own and operate our street sweeper, making this service reliable
and flexible.
Moving your cars and other items such as basketball hoops off the street on your street
sweeping day allows the street sweeper to remove the debris that accumulates along the curb
before it goes into the storm drain. This helps us keep our creeks, beaches, and wetlands
healthy and clean.
For more information on your street sweeping schedule visit our
website at: www.GoletaWest.org/customerinformation/street-sweeping
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Goleta West Sanitary District,
Headquarters, Building Upgrades
Long Over Due Facilities Improvement
For decades the Goleta West Sanitary District has been providing
uninterrupted wastewater services to its customers in the
Western Goleta Valley and Isla Vista. Buildings dating back to
the 1950’s have served the district well. However, they have
long outlived their usefulness. Basically utilitarian cinder block
buildings, these facilities lack the amenities and access expected
of modern buildings.

Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood fame, once said “Often when you are at the end
of something, you’re at the beginning of something else.” That could not be more true
for Goleta West’s long-standing General Manager Mark Nation. Mark tirelessly dedicated
his professional life to the district for three decades. Under his leadership the district has
thrived and he created a working environment that was more a kin to family than a job.
Mark started with the District in March of 1993 as a Vactor
Operator. Not long after he was promoted to Operations
Superintendent to supervise staff, oversee field operations,
and coordinate pump station operations. His rapid trajectory
to the General Manager’s position continued with a promotion
to General Manager/Operations Superintendent in 2001. Under
Marks leadership the District has received numerous awards
and recognition for excellence in operations and management.
He was awarded “Manager of the Year” in 2009 by the California
Special District Association, Santa Barbara County Chapter.
Mark is a dedicated father and husband. He has always enjoyed
racing, both cars and motorcycles, and has stood on the top
step of the podium in various high level classes atcountless
venues. Mark plans to continue racing motorcycles and
traveling in his retirement.

“We are excited for Mark to
enter into this next phase
of life. The District will
continue to thrive without
him. However, we will miss
his leadership, expertise, and
friendship. Mark is a truly
unique person. We’ve been
fortunate to have him with us
all these years,”
President of the Board of
Directors, Larry Meyer.

Originally build and designed as a workshop and garage in 1964,
this building currently serves as the District’s administrative
building. It houses customer serving staff, management, and
the Board of Directors public meeting room. The building is not
ADA accessible, lacks adequate restroom facilities, employee
workspace, and boardroom accommodations. Therefore, the
District undertook the development of much needed upgrades
to the facilities that resulted in a masterplan and environmental
document in 2017.
This was all accomplished by undertaking, Site and Facility
Assessment. The study assessed the functions, space, and
condition of each building. The Study resulted in the definition
of a renovation and construction program that is intended to
optimize the use of the site for the benefit of staff and the
general public. The Study acknowledged multiple challenges
in implementing its recommendations, including, first and
foremost, the fact that the work of the District is a 24/7/365
operation, which cannot be interrupted.

Project Details:
•
•
•

Reconfiguration of Pump Station #2 into
an Operations Building
Expansion of the existing Equipment Garage
Construction of a new Administration Building

Project Description:
•

•

•

•

Construction of the new Administration Building
will house a Staff Work Area, Lockers/ Showers,
and a new Break Room. Rooftop solar array and
skylighting, will significantly improve its energy
efficiency.
The existing 2,400 Square Foot Equipment
Garage will be expanded by 900 Square Feet and
its doors expanded to accommodate the District’s
Vactor Truck. Skylighting will be added to the
existing structure.
The new 3,298 Square Foot Administration
Building will have a Public Lobby, and
Administrative Offices, the building will
house the Board Room. The Board Room
will be directly accessible from the exterior,
through a Courtyard, The Administration
Building, designed to be energy efficient and
environmentally responsible, will be submitted
for Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Certification.
The site will be finished to provide appropriate
parking, including provisions for two Electric
Vehicle Charging Stations, with permeable
paving, in parking areas, and will be landscaped
with indigenous, drought tolerant, planting.

Secondly, the Site’s location immediately adjacent to the Goleta
Slough Wetlands meant that all work needed to remain within the confines of the defined site. This not only protects
the Site from flooding, in compliance with FEMA standards; it protects the wetlands from run-off.

The buildings are mostly utilitarian in nature and serve the operations of the District well but lack modern and accessible amenities employees,
customers, and the public deserves.

