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Overview
Goleta West Sanitary District provides 

wastewater collection and treatment 

to the residents and businesses in the 

Western Goleta Valley, Isla Vista and 

through a contractual agreement to the 

Embarcadero Municipal Improvement 

District (EMID). The District operates  

a system that includes 62 miles of 

sewer lines and 2 pump stations.  

Within these pipes, approximately 1.6 

million gallons of wastewater are safely 

transported each day to the wastewater 

treatment plant, located across from 

the airport. 

How It Works

What happens to the wastewater when you wash  

your dishes or flush the toilet? Simply put, wastewater  

is transported from your house or business through  

a system of underground pipes that eventually all  

connect together and meet at the District’s headquarters.

Think of the collection system as if it were a tree:  

beginning with 4” to 6” pipes extending from your house, 

apartment or business. These lateral branches are the 

responsibility of the property owner up to the point of 

connection to the District’s main lines. These 6” to 8” 

‘mains’ (green) eventually flow into the larger ‘trunk’ 

lines (orange). Much like a tree trunk these are the biggest 

pipes in the system, ranging up to 33” in diameter.

The trunk lines lead directly into the pump station 

located at the District’s headquarters. The wastewater 

is then pumped to the regional treatment plant. Once 

treated, some water is reclaimed and used for irrigation 

by large properties such as UCSB. The rest of the treated 

water is released through an ocean outfall approximately 

one mile offshore east of the Goleta pier.

Flowing Downhill

We are fortunate that, due to local topography, the  

collection system is primarily a gravity system (flowing 

downhill). In fact, western Goleta Valley and Isla Vista 

actually flow toward each other, following the historic 

route to Goleta Slough and out to sea. The headquarters 

location takes advantage of this natural topography,  

allowing GWSD to utilize only two pump stations,  

minimizing the cost and risk of failure associated with 

the operation of this type of equipment.

Infrastructure In Good Health

Goleta West’s system is in outstanding condition. We have an excellent record of zero sewer spills 

this year. This success is due to the District’s comprehensive maintenance program to combat 

root intrusion, grease build-up and infiltration.

To determine system rehabilitation and capacity needs, GWSD uses closed circuit television  

inspection, maintenance crew observations and our hydraulic modeling software. Our long-range 

planning efforts have ensured that we have the capacity to accommodate future growth within 

our service area. 

  

As an independent special district, our revenues are used solely to manage our collection  

system and the street-sweeping program – unlike county and city governments, that have  

multiple competing interests.

FOG – Fats, Oils and Grease

GWSD maintains a “Fats, Oils and Grease” (FOG) program 

that monitors local food service establishments and other 

commercial locations. Our inspectors provide businesses 

with guidelines for grease interception and removal, and 

best management practices. They inspect grease removal 

devices, review device maintenance logs and perform  

periodic sampling. Inspection frequency is determined by 

the nature of the operation, the condition and type of grease 

removal device, compliance history, and sample results.

Industrial Waste ‘Pretreatment’

As part of the Clean Water Act, Congress  

established the National Pretreatment Program to 

control the discharge of pollutants from industries 

into the waters of the United States. Since 1983, 

GWSD has maintained a pretreatment program that 

requires industrial and commercial customers to 

keep hazardous substances out of the wastewater 

collection system. This preventative program helps 

protect ocean water quality and the wastewater 

treatment plant. 

Goleta West currently has 19 active industrial 

wastewater discharge permitees. The wastewater 

from their facilities is sampled on a regular basis 

to ensure permit compliance. Each permittee is 

required to file annual monitoring reports.  

The District’s Chief Inspector, Brian McCarthy,  

also performs inspections of each industry  

facility regularly. 
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